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” decided superiority, when allowing that “ Socrates suffer- ) nated insensibility. The climax of the christian characte: 

a Practical. = like a Philosopher, but Jesus Christ, like a God.” is completed by a combination of graces, among whic! 





. a A DISCOURSE, 


Delivered at the Funeral of Mrs. CLARINDa STREETER, 


4 consort of Rev. Russel Streeter, who died December 

: 28, 1824. By Rev. Epwarp Turnen. 

' “ The cup which my father hath given me, shall I not drink 
* 42” John 18, 1. 

The event which bas convened us is calculated to arrest 


our attention, to recal our minds from the pursuit of un- 

| real and fallacious objects, fix our attachment to superior 

joys than this world affords, and to bring into active ex- 

| ercise the purest affections and most refined, christian 
sympathies. Called to contemplate death under the most 
affecting circumstances, we must naturally feel our re- 
sponsibilities, and realize our incompetency to the full dis- 
charge of the duty we owe to the afflicted. We must. be 
conscious of our inability to meet the feelings, and assuage 
the sorrows of our bereaved friends; and we may not 
hagard the attempt without the assurance of the aid which 
our feebleness demands, and which divine revelation offers 
to him who would faithfully perform the office of a com- 
forter to the subjects of severe trial. Our duty consists in 
moralizing as deeply as possible upon the afflicting dis- 
pensation of providence, in pursuing that train of reflec- 
tion which conducts to consolation, and yields improve- 
ment. We should propose the highest example of true 
resignation; reason should hold passi a under its control, 
that religion may exhibit ber efficient power, and produce 
in the heart, * the peace of God, which passeth under- 
standing.” 

The sentiment which stands at the head of this discourse 
is of a character the most noble and exalted ; and its im- 
portauce to us is augmented from the consideration, that 
its useful sentiments are communicable ; the language 
which the text speaks may be transcribed upon the heart, 
aud live and shine in daily practice. There is not in all 
revelation a more faithful delineation of a meek and quiet 
and resigned temper, than we find in the words before us. 
He, who uttered them, has claims upon our attention, 
which no other person can urge. It is He, before whom 
prophets and kings have willingly bowed, as to the Lord 
of Princes, and the great subject of ancient prediction.— 
In the ordinary occurrences of life, we look up to great 
characters for good examples ; here we have a model,in 
whom dwelt the spirit without measure; here is one 
anointed with the oil of gladness above his fellows, one, 
who could indeed suffer, but yet was sinless, and from the 
union of these two qualifications was most perfectly fitted 
to ba our holy example. Itisthis“*man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief,” whose voice we now hear, in the 
pathetic question before us, **the cup which my father 
hath given me, shall I not drink it ?” 

What is that temper of mind which we denominate re- 
signation? How shall. we describe the several properties 
which go to compose it-? What words can correctly de- 
fine it? It is not what the werld calls philosophy. This 
is by far too cold a name ; it expresses not the efficiency 

_which religion ascribes to her maxims, for in truth it pos- 
sesses no efficiency. It proposes remedies, indeed, for the 
ills of life; but unbappily, they are often as bad as the 
disease which they are designed to remove. In proportion 
as philosophy. would bestow comfort it would also repress 
feeling, and thus, to wake us something more than men, 
itfirst makes us something less. Resignation is not in- 
Sensibility. It is not-that torpor of the faculties and pow- 
ers, that apathy of the mental system, which make such a 
Hgure inthe doctrines ofthe Stoics. Had the wise sages 
of antiquity have understood the morality. of the gospel, 
had they known the true dignity of man, they would nev- 
er have resorted to maxims so absurd, nor drawn conclu- 
sions so preposterous. The frame.of soul which revela- 
tion enjoins upon the afflicted is not well expressed by the 
word fortitude, especially in the Jax sense in which this 
term is commonly used. This supposed virtue is often the 
result of a sense of shame, which leads us to avoid com- 
plaint under. the ills of life, because we conceive, that such 
Conduct detracts from the native dignity of man. But if 
a sense of this dignity composed the only basis of true re- 
"Ignation, we should not have seen it, as in the text, rr - 
ferred to the Supreme Being, as its cavse and support. 
or Should we have found infidelity itself, giving it this 


We wrong ourselves much, when we mee a false esti- 
mate of our powers of endurance, and cake late with san- 
‘guine expectation, upon the proofs which “e will give of 
a steady and uncomplaining mind. There are cases, 
where to know our own weakness is our greatest strength, 
where to aspire at heavenly aid, is to arm ourselves with 
* the whole armour of God.” It is not requisite that we 
should bear the trials of life, with a suilen, insensible 
state of mind; nor that we should call to our assistance 
allies, that have but too frequently proved unfaithful in 
the greatest extremities, and given us occasion to lament 
that our confidence was misplaced. It is enough, that 
we endure With patience, with.the aid of Divine strength ; 
enough, that we breast the storm ef calamity, with a tran- 
quil and complacent disposition, from the consideration, 
that an all wise and benevolent power directs and controls 
the blast, which now beats furiously against us. Reli- 
gion forms a proper balance of the sensibilities and af- 
fections of the heart. It counterpoises the feelings, and 
allots to all the affections, their proper range, and directs 
them to their appropriate objects. Where this is not the 
case, resignation is not real,it is not evaugelical. You 
are not commanded to stifle or eradicate the sensibilities 
of your nature; these sensibilities never were so illustri- 
ously exercised, never exhibited in so mild and amiable a 
‘form, as in him, whom you are to copy,as the highest 
model of resignation. He could feel, he could suffer ; he 
could plead, “if it be possible, let this cup pass from me.” 
Religion would not, that outrage and violence should be 
committed upon nature. But when nature faints; when 
she is ready to retire from the conflict, when the exclama- 
tion, * my flesh and my heart fail me,” trembles upon her 
lips ; itis then that reason, grasping the holy truths of 
vevelation, becomes invigorated, and anticipating the vic~- 
tory, humbly breathes this devout sentiment, “f can do 
all things, through Christ, who strengtheneth me.” I am 
afflicted but not in despair, cast down but not destroyed. 
Such ié the influence. the power and effect of resignation. 

* The cup, which my father hath given me, shall I not 
drink it?” The sentiment here expressed, will bear reit- 
erated remark, without our incurring the charge of making 
useless repetition, Whatan artless pathos, what an un- 
designed eloquence live and glow in every word! In par- 
ticular, with what inimitable delicacy, and with what 
beautiful simplicity is the thought introduced and expres- 
sed, which refers the bitter cup of.affliction, to the hand of 
Almighty Goodness. “The cup which my father hath 
given me.” Have you known,have you considered, in 
hours of despondency, when the waves and billows of sor- 
row were rolling over you, whose agency hascast you into 
into the deep waters? H not, know, that your father and 
your God hath done this, and that when the floods lifted 
up their voice. he was present, establishing limits to the 
surge, and declaring, “when thou passest through the 
waters, I will be with thee.” Has the cup of sorrow been 
put into your hand, and have you hesitated or repined ; 
then learn, that your heavenly father mingles the worm- 
wood and the gall ; that therefore the draught is not nox- 
ious ; it hasa mixture of mercy, and if it be not food, it 
is medicine which will operate the most salutary effects. 
The act of resignation will refer all to the greatest and 
best of beings ; it will throw every care and anxiety upon 
him who.ca:eth for you. 

You will not mistake me, my friends, by supposing that 
I consider a resigned temper, as a passive state of the soul. 
I have endeavored, in part, to guard against this mis- 
conception ; and I now urge the argument, tifat the mind 
is vever more active than in resignation. This may b: 
learnt from many considerations. Generally.the duties 
of religion stand opposed to supineness and inactivity.— 
Prayer, faith, hope, watchfulness indicate mental exer- 
cise, and suppose an engagedness of every power of the 
soul, Merely to receive a resigned disposition is not all 
that is necessary ; when obtained, it must be preserved 
and nuctured with incessant care. To do both the one 
and the other requires mental action. Besides, we have 
to consider the things which constitute this disposition. 
Confidence enters.inte its character; but to confide o: 
trust in another, presupposes a knowledge of bim in whom 

ve confide, and knowledge is the resultof reflection, com- 
«1ison and study. A blind confidence bolds no neare. 
we to religion, than that composure whieh we call 
indifference, or that resignation which we have denomi- 








knowledge is exceedingly conspicuous. “I ENOW in 
whom I have believed,” is the appropriate motto ot the re- 
signed heart. 

To these views of our subject, it is necessary only to 
add, that the observations we have made fall in with the 
experience, and coincide with the doctrine of pious and 
reflecting men in every age. Under all the trials to 
which the early christians were exposed, and which mos: 
of them suffered, they were comforted with the assurance 
that a father’s hand inflicted their chastisements ; and to 
the parental character of God, the appeal was always 
made, for a solution of all difficulties, and the production 
of a calm, sérene and resigned disposition. Iu evidence 
of this, [ might quote much of the New Testament, partic- 
ularly the Epistolary part, but it is unnecessary. We 
shall only notice the consoling sentiments advanced by 
Paul, while addressing the afflicted Hebrews. “ Ye have 
forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you, as un- 
to children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of 
the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: for 
whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every 
son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening God 
dealeth with you as with sons ; for what son is he whom 
the father chasteneth not? Furthermore,we have had 
fathers of our flesh, who corrected us,and we gave them 
reverence ; shall we not much rather be in subjection to 
the father of spirits and live? For they, verily for a few 
days chastened us after their own pleasure, but he for our 
profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. Now, 
no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but 
grievous ; nevertheless, it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness to them who are exercised thereby.” The 
fathers of our flesh derive their right to chasten us, and 
exact a reverence from us in virtue of the pote:nal rela- 
tion, and the chastenings of God are inflicted, and our 
subjection to him required, because he. is the father of our 
spirits. 

The duty of condolence is suggested by a common law 
of our nature. Sympathy is at once a natural exercise 
and a christian obligation. This we can never better 
discharge than by opening the sources of comfort, and di- 
recting the fainting steps of the mourner to a more solid 
and substantial joy, thanearthly possessions can impart, 
We may not invade the sanctuary of widowed grief, nor 
pour unmeaning words upon the ear of orphaned woe ; 
but we may labor to “console those who are in any afflic- 
tion with the same Consolations with which at any time, 
we have been comforted of God.” We may urge the du- 
ty and describe the felicity of a quiet submission to the 
Divine will; and the satisfaction arising from an acqui- 
escent and patient frame of spirit. In doing this we per- 
form a service, which the High Priest of our profession has 
directed in his word and sanctioned by his example. 

The instance of mortality which hes occasioned this 
discourse, is deeply affecting to the sensibilities of the hus- 
band and family of the deceased ; and it throws a gloom 
over the faces of her associates and friends. We mourn 
the departure of the virtuous,exemplary wife, the kind 
and faithful parent, the sincere and affectionate friend. 
Alas, how do we sigh out the mouinful apostrophe, * we 
are exceedingly distressed fer thee, very pleasant hast thou 
been to us.” The interesting scene is calculated to awa- 
ken thought, to chasten and subdue the love of vain ob- 
jects, and to plant the affections on things above. God 
of consolation, comfort our fiiends, and teach us to aspire 
to that world, where there is no death, and where joy is 
evcless as it is perfect. 


CALUMNY REFUTED. 

The last Telescope contains a letter from Doctor Mc 
Auley, in which Br. Pickering is entirely acquitted of the 
indecorous and unchristian conduct imputed to him, in an 
interview with Mr. John Tainter, who bad made a public 
recantation of Universalism. ‘This letter is the more grat- 
ifying, aS it appears the doctor gave circulation to this 
story (wo hundred miles from the place of his residence. 
and that he has promptly contradicted it, on learning its 
falsity. This letter, and the accompanying statements, 
not only exonerate Br. Pickering from any blame in the 
affair of Tainter, but also show the perfect inequity of 
Doctor Mc Auley, in tramsferring the charge of miscon- 
duct to Br. Lisher. [Religious Inquirer 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 





TO «A UNIVERSALIST.” 


Sen—I have reason to be thankful, that since writing 
my last, ] haye been informed who you are; as I shall 
know better how to conduct myself in relation to the pres- 
ent controversy. You will not accuse me, it is hoped, of 
again wandering from the main question in dispute, tho’ | 
express my surprise, that the edfor of a religious paper 
Should write under the signature “ A Universalist,” pre- 
tending, in the mean time, that those articles were fiom a 
friend and brother of the same faith.* This is a mancu- 
vie which I little expected in aman “ professing godli- 
ness.’ Whether it can be reconeiled with editorial hon- 
esty, is as questionable as itis, whether 1 am the Metho- 
di. t srevacher of whom you have heard. 

But I willsay no more on that point, and proceed to 
reply to your last answer to me, in a methodical manner. 
And, 

First. You blow up quite a cloud of dust about my 
‘ making pretensions to inspiration,” as though my “ coin- 
munications” were “entitled to as much authority and 
reverence as the sacred scriptures.” Now, it is not for me 
to say you are insincere or uvucandid, in yonr remarks, 
though [ could hardly believe you otherwise. Let me ask 
you, sir, whether you are willing to acknowledge that you 


are nol dictated in what you write, by the good Spirit of 


the Lord? If you answer in the affirmative, 1 would in- 
quire again, to know by what spirit you are influenced ? 
for if it be nota good one, then, must it not be evil 2 But, 
you say, I have contradicted inyself, and made mistakes ; 
which only shows that I am fallible, like all other chris- 
tians of the present age. But I make no pretensions to 
wifallibilily. Where, then, is the glaring inconsistency, 
about which you make such a mighty bluster? Do not 
your remarks bare some resemblance to * bursting rock- 
ets °” 

Secondly. You accuse me of * wandering” from the 
“ just rules” of controversy.” Be itso; but I make no 
pretensions to being a controversialist. [have not been 
disciplined, year after year, in a wordy wirfure. So you 
must exercise the greater patience.—But how is it with 
my subtle opponent? [s he point-blank to the question in 
dispute?) Lot our readers judge, after considering the fol- 
lowiag. In my last article, in the fif/h paragraph, (as we 
may call it,) LT informed you inas plain a manner as pos- 
sible, what we mean by salvation as the gift of God ; and 
also what we understaad by the reward of works. Now, 
if | know any thing shout the main subject of dispute, be- 
tween us, it is virturally embraced in that paragraph. 

But what bave you said upon that part of my communi- 
cation? Just nothing—and yet you are the man who 
complain of my pursuing “every wandering path.” Let 
him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest be fall. Why 
did you slide over that important point, the principal one 
which I oppose you upon, different from what the « Cal- 
_vinists” did, and fasten your remarks upon other particu- 
murs? What shall be my conclusion,—that you are refu- 
ted in that partof the argument, or that you are afraid 
you shall be ? Please to answer ine in your next. 

Thirdly. T cannot find much fault with what yeu say, 
as to our attending Calvinist meetings ; for it must be al- 
iowed there is no small degree of dissembling among those, 
who preach one doctrine, and be/icre another. But as I 
had not viewed the matter in precisely the same light be- 
fore I saw your observations, you will see it was natural 
for me to write inthe manner did. Still you must re- 
member, that an account of the REVIVALS, Kc. which 
take place undertheie labors and preaching, we must 
acknowledge they are owned and blest of God. 

Fourthly. 1 confess] am unprepared to answer your 
io>mands, asto the two first passages I quoted, concerning 
the unalterable state of the wicked at death. But I know 
they are in the bible, for Ihave read them, and heard 
them quoted more times than you are years old. You 
shall have them, the Lord willing, in my next, But you 
‘onfoun 1 me by denying that our Saviour said, * If ye die 
i your sins,” &c. See St. John vill. 24. In this text and 
many others, we are expressly told, that the finally im 
penitent shall never evter heaven. They shall never go to 
that blessed Lord, who is seated at the right hand of God 
in glory. Do away the force of that text, if vou can, and 
you greatly weaken the evidence for endless misery. 
Prove, that the wicked and incorrigible sinner who dies in 
his sins, and goes down to the grave “ with endless curses 
on his head,” shall afterwards be saved from sin and mise- 
ry, being redeemed from hell, and be raised to glory and 
immortality, and I will trouble you no wore with the daz- 

* Theeditor of the Intelligencer assures Arminius, and our 
reuders, that his informant was mistaken. The * communi- 
cations” to which he alludes, are from a reputed * brother of 
the same faith,” who resides at considerable distance from 
Portland, though in this state; and are no more his own, than 
those of Arminivs. 





vling explosions of bursting rockets, in airy regions. But, 
if you please to doit, beware of the consequences ; lest 
my awful warnings prove to be the sparks of that tremen 
dous judgment comet, which, bursting and blazing in un- 
quenchable fires, * shail melt the elements with fervent 
aeat.” ARMINIUS. 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


EXAMINATION, &c. 
CONTINUED. 

In support of the exposition given by Mr. T. and others to 
the ** days,” * times,” &c. and to which reference was made 
in our last communication, that gentleman observes, that 
** this method of computing time is not inconsistent with the 
scriptures; for the children of Israel were commanded to 
reckon weeks of years, and to account a year for a day, was 
nut uncommon With that people.” To the correctness of 
the latter = of the foregoing quotation, which relates to 
matier of fact, we readily assent, but to the former part, in 
which Mr. T. attempts to reconcile with the ancient customs 
of the Jewish nation the exposition to which he himself ad- 
heres, of the passage in question, we have au objection to of- 
fer, in which we shall endeavour to prove that no resemblance 
exists between the interpretation we are opposing, and those 
cases with which our author chooses to connect it. For when 
the Israelites were commanded to reckon * weeks of years,” 
they were not directed to reckon as many years as there were 
days in those weeks—sucli a mode of computation would be 
unwarrantable, and without precedent. Against a principle 
of the kind, Mr. T. would undoubtedly protest, should any 
conimentator, in expounding ‘* weeks of years,”’ assume it. 
Yet sueh a principle has been assumed by our author in ex- 
pounding the * forty-two months” in such a manner as to 
make them imply a period of 1260 years, the number of days 
which thos? months are supposed to contain, according to the 
ancient Chaldean mode of computing time. 

Itis only by the conseqences which logically follow from 
their premises, that the truth or falsehood of the latter can 
be with certainty ascertained. Now the principle adopted by 
Mr. T. is pursued by that gentleman, as well as by those who 
agree with him respecting the term of the reign of Antichrist 
to but half the consequences it naturally involves. Conse- 
quences can be drawn from it, which not only destroy the 
system we are opposing, but prove much more than Mr. T. 
orany of his fellow adherents to the above system would be 
willing to admit. 

In proof of the correctness of the remarks contained in the 
foregoing paragraph, let us suppose that a new order of expos- 
itors should arise, who sbould maintain that the period in 
question is ta consist of as many years as the above mention- 
ed period of 1260 days contains hours, or, if our author pleas- 
es, minutes or seconds. Proceeding wpon such principles, the 
reign of Antichrist might be lengthened, not only to 20,160 
years, nearly five times the number of years that have elapsed 
since the creation of the world, but even to a period of 
1,209,600, or 72,376,000 years !!! 

Should Mr. T. object to this interpretation, his opponents 
might reply, that they had merely improved upon his own 
principles, and that they had only taken the same freedom in 
expounding days which he had himself taken in his own expo- 
sition of months and times. 

Mr. Tripp further observes in support of his favorite system, 
that the term of 1260 days, literally understood, “ is not suffi- 
cient for accomplishing such great things as the reign of Anti- 
christ ;—the treading under foot the holy city, and the prophe- 
sying of the witnesses. It is therefore necessary to understand 
them prophetically, a day fora year,” &c. But these remarks 
of Mr. ‘I's: are gratuitous, unsupported assertions. He has 
not offered the shadow of a proof in defence of them. In sup- 
port of the grounds we have assumed in opposition to Mr. 'f. 
an appealcan be made to facts which are still fresh in the 
recollection ofall. The déethronement of the late einperor of 
France, the restoration of the Bourbous, the re-establishment 
of the government of nations that had been subjected to the 
dominion of Napoleon ; in fine, one of the greatest political 
revolutions the world ever witnessed, took place in a shorter 
space of time than three and a half years. Was nota sur- 
prising revolution in the government and political condition 
of Sweden, in 1772, “ accomplished in three days?” Refer- 
ence can be made in future to several other historical facts, in 
addition to those which have just been addued, should our 
author, or any supporter of the system embraced by him, re- 
quire a recurrence to them. 

7. [tis justly observed by the celebrated British Jesuit Mum- 
ford, in his * Catholic Scripturist,” that “ all the ministers in 
England can never be able to prove that the pope ever did kill 
two such witpessesas Antichrist is said to kill, Rev. xii. 3, 6, 
in Jerusalem.” We shali not here inquire into the correctness 
ot Mr. 'T’s opimon, m supposing that those witnesses are the 
old and new testaments, &c. but shall endeavor to prove that 
the place to which the apostle alludes above, is Jerusalem, 
literally understood, by ascertaining what consequences 
would follow from the admission of the figurative interpreta- 
tion adopted by our author. 

Speaking of this place, the apostle styles it, “ the gieat city, 
which is spiritually called Sodom and Egypt, where also our 
lord was crucified.” By thos city, Mr. Tripp :maintains is 
to be understood, either the city or church of Raine. and that 
t‘hrist may be said to have been crucified in the latter society 
by the sinus of many of its members, pp. 38. Our objection to 
tiiiseXpos.tion is, aswe have already observed, in a former 


aul’s declaration respecting the ‘‘ man of sin,” that it; 
mission would be an impeachment of the wisdom of the jj)... 
ed writer. That this objection is well-founded, we shaj/., 
tempt to prove by the following argument. Mr. T, w})) A 
deny, that sin, like a pestilence, extends, at the presen: da 

and has extended, in every age, its ravages throught the whol, 
univer se. Now let us suppose that a plague or péstilence j,,, 
at the same time visited every nation upon the face of the 
globe, and that some historian or other writer, intending to 
designate a particular nation or city, should make use of g, 
expression like the following: The city or nation in which 1), 
plague or pestilence lately raged, who would not censure spc), 
amanner of expression ashighly improper? For from jt ne; 
ther the name of the former nor the latter could be learned 
Who does not perceive that the foregoing example is analogo,, 
to the style in which the apostle must have written, had jy. 
dssigned that the expression he employed should be wyce;. 
stood in a figurative sense, instead of literally referring to 1), 
capital of Judea? For the passage above cited can be applieg 
to protestants, and other separatists from the church of Rome 
as well as to papists ; to the churches of England, Scotian,’ 
the German anabaptists at Munster, &c. &c. as well as to tj, 
catholic church. It can be applied to London, to Edinburs}, 
or any other protestant city, as well asto papal Rome. Fo, 
in each of the cities or societies specified above, it may be 
said that Christ has been, and is daily crucified, in the sens 
attached to the language of St. John by Mr. Tripp, viz. by 
the sins of many of the inhabitants of the former, or member; 
ofthe latter. EXAMINER, 


ad 


[TO BE CONTINUED.] 





FROM YHE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER, 


FRIENDLY LETTER TO A BAPTIST, 


My dear Friend,—I have earefully and repeatedly read 
your epistle relative to the sentiments and practices of 
Universalists. A portion of your remarks are superfluous, 
because they are predicated on the supposed influence of 
sentiments which we do not profess. Some others aye 
directed against a course of conduct to which we plead 
not guilty. 1 shall first endeavor to rebut the allegations 
which are made without the support of facts, and after. 
wards acknowledge the correctness of the remainiag char- 
ges, and plead the truth in justification. I grant, indeed, 
that 1 have written for years in defence of the doctrine 
which itis my happiness to believe, but I do not recollect 
an instance in which I have used ridicule, for I am not 
persuaded that it is always the test of truth. I am_ not 
guiliy of using means to prevent the distribution of the 
scriptures; but Ihave thought, and I do still think, that 
The American Bible Society is improperly conducted, and 
I consider it an engine by which much evil may be entail- 
ed on our country. History furnishes the most dreadful 
lessons, telative to the abuse of influence, when possessed 
by a privileged clergy ; and these lessons are wriften in 
blood. It may be well to add, that the fundamental prin- 
ciples of the standing orthodox of the Cay, are the same as 
those professed by the clergy to which we have already 
alluded above. 

We are charged by you with refusing to others, that 
food for the mind by which they might profit. So far is 
this from the fact, that it is the very reverse. A single in- 
stance may suffice. Our pripits are free for other de- 
nominations—Our publications for their correspondence. 
As to the renovating influence of the Holy Spirit, the 
Spirit of Truth, we believe in it as fully as you do. We 
are firmly persuaded that this Spirit frees the mind froin 
the bondage of superstition, and translates us from the 
kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of light, and peace, 
and joy. You judge that those who arrogantly disbelieve 
that which they cannot comprehend, ave blind leaders of 
the blind. My impression is, that he who would palm on 
another a tenet allowed to be incomprehensib/e, is indeed 
a blind leader. The scriptures nowhere inculcate the im- 
portance of a blind assent to any proposition, without the 
aid of the understanding. Their language is, Come, and 
let us reason together. Depend upon it, the momenta 
system requires the prostration of the rational facultics, it 
is divorced from the volume of inspiration, Mystery, un- 
hallowed mystery, is the first title of the mother of abomi- 
nations, and has crimsoned whole nations with the blood 
of the human race. 

You suggest that we are much in fault, in our opposi- 
tion to Missionary and Tract Societies. If you would 
convince us of this, use the weapon of the scholar, the 
pen: but do not abuse both it and us. Convince us that 
the Missionaries know what the gospel is, vefore we are 
called upon to send them to christianize others. Persuade 
us, that they are clothed in the garments of salvation, and 
that they are shod with the preparation of the gospel 0! 
peace. Assure us, by logical deduction, that those who 
are unfit to teach a country school, will be able to bring 
the wiiderness of the heathen mind to the enjoyment ol 
the fulness of the blessing of the Gospel of Christ. Show 
us, by sound argument, that the doctrines which have laid 
the fairest portions of the earth in ruins, and under ¥ hose 
auspices, brethren have been nursed up to be mutual 
butchers, will bless the savages of the forest with a dij't’ 
entauda beiter fruit. Then, and not sooner, can Wé 











communication, in reference to another exposition of St. { 


gather with you in the missionary harvest. 





ss GQ SP fe 


CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


67 


ESS SE ST CE TE AY LTP ae 








eee eee eee a ere ———— 


———— Pe . 
But what effects have the doctrines commonly believed, 


accomplished within our ownknowledge ? Let the Re- 
orts of Societies answer. A description of the profligacy 
of the citizens of Boston and New York, will afford a fair, 
but a dreadful answer, if true; if not true, what shall we 
say ofthe people who send out these reports? The profii- 
gacy of these places might furnish a sample of the lax 
manners of the Hindoos, but nota contrast to them, 
Tracts, being scattered on the same principle which 
disperses missionaries, are liable to the same objections. 
Many are utterly false, and known to be so by those who 
aid in their publication and distribution. Of this I can 
ive you ample proof when you wish it. Is or is not, this 
3 sufficient objection ? 
My opinion of what are called revivals, or reformations 
has not been changed. [I considef them generally, as the 
c-yit of an excitement, as foreign from christianity, as 
was that which led to the crusades. Means are used, and 
combinations formed, partaking more of the mercantile 
spirit of the times, than of the simplicity of the gospel. 
When votes are taken in public assemblies, and a system 
of rules laid down for accomplishing these purposes, as 
they have been,even by those of your denomination, it 
Jooks more like the bungling workmanship of man, than 
the operation of that wisdom which is without partiality. 
The whispering and the anxious meetings, particularly for 
females, and those in unseasonable hours-—the means 
used to sever husbands and parents from the affection and 
obedience due from wives and children—are some of the 
unhallowed fruits of a system, which we are called on to 
support, under the pains and penalties of contempt in this 
world, and endless misery in the next. Call on me to 
support ‘these charges, and I am ready. One circum- 
stance frequently connected with the publicity of revivals, 
is worthy attention. They often appear in papers remote 
from the scene of the reformation. From what motive 
this proceeds, I do not pretend to say ; but I do say, that 
these accounts are frequently inflated, so far beyond the 
truth, that people in the vicinity have obtained their first 
knowledge of the circumstance from publications issued 
neo hundred miles off. As the immediate cause of such 
excitements sometimes leaves them, the animal passions 
most generally return to a poirt below the ordinary level, 
in which Situation we learn, that the Lord has left the 
place. Your friend, MENTOR. 


« PI PS TE TOP LT EE, 

















CHRISTIANITY. 

Nothing, apparently, has received more attention than 
‘he doctrine and examples of Jesus Christ; yet few things 
uave been less understood, or more feebly carried into 
practice. S6 true is this remark, that, should a body of 
mea cordially accept the precepts of the Great Tea cher 
ind faithfully imitate his conduct, they would be as great 
i wonder in this age, as Christ was in the reign of Augus- 
tus. Men have been ready to do any thing for or against 
christianity, ifthey have not been solemnly commanded to 
make it the law of the heart and the life, but when this 
lias been done, they have said, these are hard sayings,who 
can receive them? In this way, christianity has been 
more effectually disgraced and disproved, than it could 
have been, by the wit and talent of every infidel since the 
narning of time ; and unless God shall raise up some boid 
‘nd conscientious reformers of apostate christendom, we 
shall never see the professed disciples of Jesus demon- 
But let uc 
iot be discouraged, for although the history of Christ's 


state their sincerity by love and obedience. 


pretended followers is written in letters of blood and fire, 
‘ud although they have proved that they did not love God, 
vy destroying men in the most horrid manner, we rejoice 
‘0 believe that a gracious parent has not forsaken the 
¢arth, and that he will render the gospel instrumental in 
‘he production of a great and glorious moral revolution 
Let each one, then, lay aside every weight, and each easi. 
‘'y besetting sin, and run with patience the race set before 
him, looking to Jesus for precept and example, and show- 
‘Ng his love to his master by paging his steps. Let no 
one hereafter consider himself a christian, unless he imi- 
‘ate Christ, and when this is the fact, may the flattery ang 
menaces of earth no more divert him from his path, than 
traction and repulsion have turned the snn from the 
*cliptic. By such conduct, and prayers, breathed warm 
bite: the heart tu the throne of God, christianity may be 
‘deemed from its disgrace, and made the solace and or- 
“ament of this, and the hope and pledge of a bette: ex- 


istence. With this view of the subject, let each one be 
engaged in fervent supplications to heaven, and in the dili 
gent use of his every talent, that righteousness and 
knowledge may abound, and the light of God constitute 


[ Rel. Inquire. 


our moral day. 
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6) AM SET FOR TILE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL.” 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 

The Editor embraces this opportunity to tender his un- 
feigned gratitude to those Patrons who have duly allended 
to the * NOTICE” addressed to * AGENTS & Sunscri- 
BERS,” which was published in the jiffeenth nuaber of 
the current volume ; and he is happy in cherishing the 
expectation, that many others will imitate so laudable an 
example, as soou as they can make it convenient. The 
extraordinary expense to which we have been providen- 
tially subjected, in consequence of a protracted and fatal 
sickness in the family, (since that number issued) renders 
a prompt and cheerful compliance on the part of our pat- 
rons, the more necessary and reasonable. As we cannot 
doubt a moment, but that our friendly readers will hear- 
tily sympathise with us, in the afilictive berearment of 
which they will be notified in this paper, so, neither can 
we forbear indulging the humble hope, that they will give 
immediate evidence of their affectionate sympathy and 
fraternal regards, by affording that relief in our pecuniary 
embarrassments, which may be realized by :eceiving what 
is our honest due. Ifthe maxim, reasonable as it is an- 
cient, be suitably cousidered—* 4 friend indeed, is a 
friend in necd,” our christian readers, who are still in ar- 
rears, will not fail to improve the first opportunity in com- 
plying with the request, which we here reiterate, though 
with great reluctance. i 

It is presumed that the pgtafel visitation of a merciful 
Providence to which we have alluded, will preclude the 
necessity of offering an apology for delaying the publica- 
tion of this number. 

We have omitted several articles in order to insert, en- 
lire, the excellent discourse to be seen in the preceding col- 
umns. They shall appear as soon as may be practica- 
ble. Our friends are requested to continue their favors. 





NORTHERN ASSOCIATION. 

The Northern Association of Universalists convened at 
Whitehall, (N. Y¥.) Oct. 5, 1824. The ministering brethren 
present, were, Brothers, Palmer, Loveland, Skinner, Hilliard, 
Babiit, Priest, Kinsman, Haven, Marsh and Stephen Cook, the 
last of whom was Ordained, and Letters of Fellowship were 
given to Brs. Benoni Grant and Thomas Browning. The So- 
cieties lately organized in Bolton, Danville and Rochester, Vt. 
were received into fellowship. Br. James Babbit asked to be 
dismissed fiom the connexion, on account of some defamatory 
reports which had been circulated against him, highly prejudi- 
cial to his usefulness; but a committee being appointed to in- 
quire into the matter, became convinced that those reports 
were groundless ,—so he withdrew his request, and remains in 
the fellowship of the Association. The meeting at Whitehall 
was well attended, and the services happily calculated to sub- 
serve the interests of our commd5n cause. To use the words 
in the excellent Circular,—*Qur meeting was conducted in 
harmony and christian friendship. A goodly number of the 
brethren from the neighboring towns attended, and commingled 
in the general exercises of solemn and devout worship. All 
our labors were such as bespoke a season of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord. Let us therefore be encouraged, and let 
us be diligent and persevering in well doing ; for in due time 
we shall reap if we faint not.” 


The Association adjourned to meet, by divine permission, at 
Danville, (Vt.) on the first Wednesday and Thursday, in Oc- 
tober, 1825. 





« LAYS OF MELPOMENE.” 

We have just perused with much satisfaction, a smalj 
volume of Poems, bearing the above title, from the pen of 
Mr. S. L. FAIRFIELD; and although it is not consistent 
with the design of this paper to offer remarks as to the 
literary or poetic merits of such a work, still we feel jus- 
tified in departing so far from our prescribed path, as te 
recommend Mr. F’s Poems to the attention and patron- 
age of our :eaders and of the public. From the specimen 
of his poetic talents which this volume presents, we con- 
sider Mr. F. entitled to much encouragement and sup 


port. 





EXCOMMUNICATION, 


“ An Appeal to the Public” has been published in the 
Providence Christian Herald, relative fo the excommuni- 
cation of Mr. Richard Eddy, from Rev. Mr. Wilson's 
church. It appears that the ercommunicant became 
convinced that it was the design of our Saviour’s mission 
on earth to reconcile all men to God, in the dispensation 
of the fulness of times ; and for embracing that scriptural 
merciful doctrine, he was expelled the society and fellow- 
ship of those who delight in contemplating scenes of eni- 


less wretchedness and suffering. 





PROGRESS OF LIBERAL PRINCIPLES. 


We understand that the Dutch Reformed Church in this 
city have passed a resolution, that hereafter, persons wish- 
ing to leave them, and join the Universalist Church, shall 
be dismissed aud recommended to itin the same manner as 
to any other christian church. 

: [\V. York Christian Inquirer. 





’ Y yATMG 
NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
N 
* Lines,” &e. “ by a friend,” are unavoidably omitted, but 

will appear next week. The authorofthem is requested to 
furnish us with more poetic effusions. 
‘*Frankrorr” will be published in our next paper. 
“ Tora” must be deferred for the present, at least; not for 
wart of importance, but because it does not meet the req 
of * Inquirer.” 





MARRIED, 

In this town, by Rev. Dr. Payson, Mr. Jacob Bell, to 
Miss Sally Chapman—Major John Stickney, of Newbury, 
to Miss Harriet H. Cross. 

In this town, bv Etder Samuel Rand, Capt. David Was- 
gatt, of Mount Desert, to Miss Abigail Flint, of this town 
—Mr. Joseph Smith to Miss Louisa Cobb, both of this 
town. 7 

In this town, by 
Miss Phebe Haskell. 


John Ball to 


Rev. Mr. Streeter, Mr. 





In this town, on the 23th ultimo, Mrs. CLARINDA 
STREETER, consoit of the Editor of the Christian Intel- 
ligencer, after a distressing illness of 46 days, aged 30 
years, 5 months, and 17 days. During the whole of hei 
illness, Mrs. S. retained the full exercise of her mental 
powers, and manifested the most untiiing patience, un- 
shaken fortitude, and consistent resignation. As often as 
inquired of, she was able to express her confidence in the 
wisdom, benevolence,and perf-ctiou of the divine adininis- 
tration. To her apprehensions, Death was wholly dis- 
armed of his terrors. Though one of the most tender and 
faithful mothers, she resigned fico daughters and four sons, 
into the hands of a merciful and all-pervading Providence, 
without reluctance, or even anxious concern. ‘Tenderly 
beloved as she was, by her relations agd intimate friends, 
and highly esteemed by a numerous circle of acquaintan- 
ces, no labored portraiture of character is necessary to 
perpetuate the remembrance of her amiablencess, her rir- 
tues, and her worth. She “ being.dead, yet speaketh.” 
The following expression of heartfelt esteem and affec- 
tion, is presented, as the contemplated Inscription to he: 
memory. 

“* Farewell fond heart, till that momentous hour, 
When the imprison’d soul shall burst away, 

And meet thee in some sweet.celestial bow’r, 
Enwrapt in splendor of eternal day.” 


In this town, Mr. Joha Evans, formerly of Boston, age“ 
0—Mr. John Quickley,aged 39—Mr. Johwu Evans, a na- 
‘ive of Denmark, 
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The Carriers New- Year’s Address. 


‘* Time who can stay thee ? who thy “course impede ? 
Thy chariot wheels, impelled by power Divine, 

Koll silent on, yet rapidly proceed 

‘To worlds unseen, eternal and sublime. 


Mark but his path ! his desolating hand 

Sweeps cities, nations, empires from the earth, 
Nor* sceptred tyrants” can his power withstand, 
Co give their train of sad oppressions birth. 


Chis morn he ushers in an opening year, 

Replete with scenes futurity must ope ; 
Hid,—wisely hid from mortal ken, lest fear 
Should more than counterpoise our solace, HOPE. 


We hail it welcome ! for ‘tis heaven’s decree 

‘That months and years thus rapidly should roll :— 
Each revolution finds us nearer Thee, 

Almighty Guardian of the hnman soul. 


We trust the night of superstition’s o’er, 

That clouds and darkness soon will flee away, 
And o’er our globe, the gospel soon will pour 
The noon-day splendor of eternal day. 


As years revolve, time drives those mists away 
Which bigotry had reared to cloud the mind ; 
And mercy beams with most resplendaut ray 
O'er all the sons and daughters of mankind. 


Bless'd with this truth—the gospel has revealed, 
The eye of Faith looks to yon realms sublime ; 
And though from mortal view they are concealed, 
Lternity unfolds them at the end of time. 


Virtue’s the strength and beauty of the soul 

She’s Heaven’s bright offspring resident on earth, 
She leads to hapniness and Heaven—our home, 

And points her votaries, whence she drew her birth. 


We've seen the virtuous ** walk in wisdom’s way,” 

Clad in the garb, of charity and love ;— 

They dwelt secure, nor fear’d temptation’s sway, 
Till death remov’d them to the realms above. 


We've sean hypocrisy, and art, and pride, 

Assume religion’s name, and wear her mask, 

Pale avarice too would follow by their side, 

Vo catch what “ mammon” came within her grasp. 


We've mark’d them well :—we saw no goodness here ; 
While power, and wealth, and fame, were all their aim ; 
Unseen, must virtue shed the silent tear 

‘Lo see religion, but an empty name. 


Sut thanks to Him, who roles th’ affairs of men, 
No INa@uisiTIon, here enthrones her power, 
‘Vo lead to Popish darkness back again, 

“Or doctrines fQ4shion’d to the varying hour,” 


hough bigot foes, and bigot priests may rage 

fo tramme) conscience and pervert the BOOK, 
Pheir feeble efforts only black the page 

= bicb truth and Reason have so long forsook. 


Since —— but goodness could creation prompt, 
And nought but mercy still sustain the whole, 
‘Khe “ Great first cause” eventually will save 
Phat emenation—the immortal sou}. 


*ternal Spring’s the only season, where 
Rivers of pleasure roll.their Jucid tides ; 
(Where flit the gales of pure ambrosia] air) 
And flowers perennial bloom upon their skies, 


There happy souls unite their fervent lays, 
«The glowing Seraphim, on wings of fire ;) 
And sound the peal of gratitude and praise, 
ith notes accordant, on the golden lyre. 





And all at last shall gain the peaceful shore, 
When wint’ry life’s tempestuous voyage is o’er ; 
And learn that God, who rules in Heaven above, 
Is power eternal—everlasting LOVE. 


Now may each breast to whom these strains may come, 

Rejoice and prosper, ’midst the sweets of home :— 

May smiling plenty crown your grateful days, 

And waft to heaven the tribute of your praise. 

if young—oh ! soothe the old and rev’rend head, 

That looks toward the chambers of the dead— 

If Fathers—cherish still each wayward child, 

Nor send him unprotected o’er this wild.— 

And when bright Phebus gilds yon western shore, 

And sinks beneath, to rise to you no more, 

May seraphscalm the panting bosom’s fears, 

And point to realms beyond the glist’ning stars ; 

Lift the wrapt soul, on soaring wings sublime, 

Beyond the sceptic mists of nature, and of time. 

SE 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


“EVANGELICAL PRINCIPLES.” No. 2. 


“* I speak as unto wise men, judge ye, what I say.” 

Mr. Epiror.—In my last number I submitted a few remarks 
in relation to a paragraph,which accidentally met my eye in the 
“ Christian Mirror.” The great palladium of our rights hav- 
ing secured to us the valuable privilege of freedom of speech, 
and freedom of opinion in religious, as well as political inves- 
tigation, fam happy to know that I am included ina moral 
and religious community, who can, by a conscientious research 
ascertain “ what is truth.” And, although we undoubtedly 
bave among us those who would deligt in a religious persecu- 
tion, yet the only solace for the disquiet of their minds appears 
to be, that as public opinion will not suffer them to burn our 
bodies, they have nevertheless, for years been consigning our 
souls to an eternal fire ! 

I have always considered itan.axiom in religion, that, as reas- 
onable beings, it becumes us to search the Scriptures for owr- 
selves; and from the “ evangelical” doctrines they inculcate, 
to form our sentiments ; and to study them with a desire to 
know the truth, and not with a determination to support sys- 
tems prematurely adopted, or defeud such as our ancestors 
have transmitted us as the only true strandard of orthodoxy. — 
In making this investigation, it is certainly necessary to divest 
our minds of prejudice, and put on charity, ** the bond of per- 
fectness ;” and if possible keep aloof from that doctrine, which 
censures less sinful practices, than suppesed error, in sentiment. 

We are fully sensible, that all mankind.are subject to the in- 
fluence of passion, and its attendant consequences ; and that 
the same virtues and the same vices are not precisely alike in 
different human beings. The native cast of every man’s mind, 
in some degree, tinges all his mOfal qualities; and the source 
from whence it originates misapprehension of the moral char- 
acter of God, may often be found in his own peculiar temper- 
ament. Here the Deity is sometimes made a party to the pas- 
sions, and viewed as altogether such an one as ourselves.— 
Those are denounced as “ blind,” who cannot, or will not 
discern the footsteps of God's providences, in that little foot- 

ath which their vain imaginations have marked out for him. 
The Divinity they have framed, stands within the little circle 
of their own society, where he smiles or frowns aocording 10 
their wishes. But, to be serious, are these ‘‘ evangelical prin- 
ciples ?”” Did the Saviour of the world, or his apostles, teach 
any such doctrine as this? No :—The Saviour inculcated en- 
larged, liberal, and generous sentiments in relation to the 
character of God, and the nature of religion. Sent t) preach 
the glad tidings of salvation to a bigotted censorious people, (for 
such were the Jews, and especially the Pharisees,) who re- 
garded the Almighty as a partial Being, discarded the obliga- 
tions of general benevolence, and within the limits of possibil- 
ty severed the bonds, which united them to the great family 
of mankind, his ministry was ope continued testimony against 
such unworthy views of God ;—one continued testimony to the 
unbouuded benevolence of our heavenly Father. THETA, 

pd 
DO THYSELF NO HARM. 

This short and plain sentence comprehends all the pro- 
hibitions of the gospel; for when we injure others, we 
destroy the health and happiness of. our own souls. Were 
people fully convinced of. this truth, they would be far 
more scrupulous in their thoughts, words, and deeds, 
knowing that in the same degree they are kind and benefi- 
cent to all, they increase their own joy. Many have be- 
lieved wtth the Jsws, that they ought to love their neigh- 
bors and hate their enemies ; but the gospel commands us 
to love our enemies, not simply that they may be advan- 
taged, but also that we may be the children of God in 
‘heart, lip, and life, and that we may prove our filial title 
by exhibiting the temper of Jesus. But we should not on- 
ly strive to prevent grief and compunction by the mild and 
christian treatment of all, but by a vigilance over our 
thoughts and passions, which shall eventuate in peace 
which the world can neither give nor take. Should these 
facts be well considered, and. each reflect, that his enjoy- 
ment depends on his charitable feelings to all, and the 
government of his temper and affections, 

The rage of war, the strife of tongues would cease, 

: And o’er the earth would smile the sun of peace. 
[ Religious Inquirer. 














ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 

Not long since, twoclergymen, the one a Universalist, the 
other a Baptist, were engaged in conversation together. The 
Baptist maintained, that the word “ all” when used in scrip- 
ture, as applying to the atonement, salvation, &c. meant the 
elect and not the whole. Then you maintain, says the Un., e 

salist, that “ all” means the “ elect ;” and the “ elect” me, 
“all?” Well, says the Universalist, do you ever preach that 
“ all” willbe saved? No! Ihope not indeed! Why ;»,. 
believe the ‘elect’ will be saved’? Yes. And thatthe elect" 
means “all?” Edo. Then why do you net, sometime; at 
least, use the scriptural form, and vary your language, by af. 
firming that, ‘‘ all” wil be saved ? Because, says the Baptist, 
if | should say so my hearers would call mea Universalist 1_ 
Then you dare not use scripture language, for fear of bein 

rightly named? Nowwe agree in this, that the ‘ elect” jy, 
cludes “ all” and that * al/” means the “ elect,” and here ig 
the only difference between us; we both believe alike, but you, 
preach that the “ elect” will be saved, and I preach, « qj 
will be saved. I never believed that more than all would eye; 
be saved, and you believe in as much; yet you dare not vs 
scriptural language, for fear of being set#own as a Universa! 


ist. 
ANECDOTE AND IGNORANCE. 

What is improperly called an anecdote has found its way 
into all the limitarian papers, received,at this office, {; 
contains a question which is said to have heen proposed 
by an “Indian boy, who had been some time under a 
course of religious instructions,” and was addressed to his 
teacher. The following is the question—* How long js jt 
since Christ died for sinners?” The answer of this pious 
instructor to the native son of the forest, was, * that j; 
was 1824 years.” Query—Would it not be a wise; 
course for the abettors of missionary schemes, to employ 
some persons to instruct these simple children of nature 
who know the difference between the birth and the deat 
of Christ? For, instead of containing a statement cf the 
time which has elapsed since the death of Jesus, this an- 
swer embraces the whole time since his birth, in Bethle- 
hem of Judea ! 

The two next questions evince the whole design of this 
would-be anecdote : * Did he mean all his children, when 
he said, * Go preach the gospel?” The answer was, 
“ Yes.” Another question is then put down, which clearly 
shows that a sortie was intended upon the purse-strings of 
the unsuspicious—* Why, then, has it not been brought to 
us before?” Or, what is the same thing, * why has not 
the meney been furnished to send you, and many others, 
in the capacity of missionaries, to let us into the mysteries 
of God’s secret will before ?” The teacher, it is said, was 
speechless.—Alas ! the money had not arrived to kindle 
the flame of their charity ! [C’. Telescope. 
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Hollis—E. Randall. 
Meredith—J. Marston. 
Moultonboro’—S. Haley. 


Portsmouth---Rey. Ed, Turner. 


Richmond—Job Bisbe, P. M. 
Southampton-F. Sargent,P.M. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Amesbury—Philip Osgood. 
Charlestown- Rev. W. Balfour. 
Haverhill---Moses Ross. 
rynee, &c.-W.Brown, PM 
jalem, &c.--E. S. Upton. 
VERMONT. 
Barre-—Rey. J. £. Palmer. 
Bethel— Rey. K. Haven. 
Hartiand---Rey. R. Bartlett. 
Spring field---L. Walker, Esq, 
HODE-ISLAND. 
Providence---S.W. Wheeler. 
NEW-YORK. 
Hoosick---S. Parsons, P. M. 
Troy---Rev. B. Streeter. 
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